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Professional Experience

For my professional experience I chose a self-managed project. However, because I knew the 
project would not take the full twenty days to complete, I decided to undertake a work placement as 
well. Unfortunately though this will not be done until the summer1, so for this module I will refer to 
the work placement I carried out last summer.  

For my self-managed project I decided to make an advert. My course is advertising and 
media and we rarely create our own adverts and if we do they are print based media. Therefore I 
thought I would like to try and make a television advert. I chose a car advert because they can be as 
obscure or ordinary as you like. I am also not very experienced in video editing so I thought it would 
be a good opportunity to further my skills in this. 

For my work placement I chose to work for the Belgrade Theatre in Coventry. My placement 
was in the marketing/communications department. I decided on the theatre because I thought it 
might be the profession I would like to be in after I graduate. So therefore I wanted to gain 
knowledge of what working there would be like. 

Making my advert was a very beneficial and enjoyable experience. I chose to work alone as 
teamwork can result in a wide range of problems. I also find working alone allows you to get things 
done much quicker. The creation of the advert took place over seven days; five filming and two 
editing. I used my own camera and editing software. I used these because I am familiar with them 
and it enabled me to get the best work and reinforce my skills in the most productive way without 
having to learn to use a new programme or new equipment as well. I originally wanted to film at 
either the Brecon Beacons in Wales or the Lake District. I selected the Brecon Beacons as my filming 
destination as I know Wales well and it would have been a more expensive trip to go to the Lake 
District. Unfortunately, on arrival in Wales the news informed me that there had been a severe fire 
in the Brecon Beacons which meant I would not be able to film there. So I had to pick a different 
destination. I chose to use various mountain roads, the Elan Valley, a golf club and two beaches all in 
close range in the counties of Dyfed and Powys. These all provided picturesque scenery and fairly 
secluded locations; ideal for filming in. 

In terms of skills in making my advert, I went into the project with basic camera and editing 
skills. I feel I have learnt how to use my editing software more efficiently and have found new tools 
within the programme. I now have a greater awareness of what is needed to film and edit an advert 
for television. It is not until you create one yourself that you realise how much footage is needed for 
a minute-long advert and the time it takes to obtain this footage. I found I can manage time 
competently and be well-organised when filming to get the most out of the time and location. I was 
not exactly sure of the tone of the advert but once I got the car and began filming it became clear. I 
feel satisfied that I did not use an executive car because I would not have been able to do it justice in 
the advert I have made. I am pleased with my advert though as I feel it suits the car. 

My work experience placement was also both enjoyable and beneficial. In the marketing 
department at the Belgrade Theatre I worked as part of a team and I felt treated like an employee 
not just a work experience student. Being welcomed into the team gave me a much richer 
experience as I experienced what it was like to work in the team. For the six weeks I was there I 
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 My summer placement will be for two weeks in July at the Aberystwyth Arts Centre in the 
marketing department. 

Page 2 of 3



2626231 201MC Professional Experience

settled into my own routine and responsibilities as a marketing assistant. In my time there I also 
witnessed what the other team members; marketing director, marketing manager, marketing 
officer, press officer and other marketing assistant; did on a daily basis as part of the jobs. I 
shadowed the other marketing assistant for four weeks and then was the only marketing assistant 
for week five whilst she went on holiday. In the first four weeks I learnt her responsibilities and in 
the fifth week I was able to take them on as my own. In my time there, some of the things I learnt 
about were the marketing materials and how they are organised and displayed front of house. I also 
assisted in the creation of the direct mailings and e-flyers. At the time I was there the new brochure 
was being created so I helped on that as well. I also got the chance to learn how the box office 
worked and completed a shift as a box office assistant. 

I thoroughly enjoyed my time at the Belgrade. I was a part of their department there and I 
liked working as part of a team. I learnt how one person’s responsibilities benefit the work of the 
whole department. I also enjoyed the week where I got to carry out the duties I had learnt by myself. 
Being at the Belgrade helped me to work in a team but also to work independently. It also showed 
me how many different considerations must be taken into account when creating marketing 
materials for a theatre; accessibility etc. I felt like I grew up whilst I was there and could have quite 
happily stayed there as an employee. 

In regards to my life goals and future, I think making the advert helped me to gain 
confidence in my skills. I now know that I can film and edit sufficiently. The Belgrade Theatre is the 
place which most greatly benefited my future. It is not only something to put on my CV, but it helped 
me to understand a workplace, especially a marketing department. I had done work experience 
before but nothing in relation to marketing so this helped me to understand what working in the 
career would be like. I can safely say that this is something I would like to do after I graduate. I am 
also completing a further work placement of the same nature this summer because I enjoyed my last 
one so much. It has definitely shown me my future. 

For future skills I think I simply need to be more confident. I need to have more confidence 
in what I am doing and what I am capable of. Both professional experiences showed me this. 

In conclusion, I feel both professional experiences went well. Both in different ways and both 
gave me different experiences. To be honest, both the advert and the work experience went 
according to plan and both enabled me to develop skills and understanding. 
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