
 
 

 
 

 
Patrick McDonald 

Chief Advisor 
 
Patrick McDonald is the Chief Advisor of the Health and Safety Executive. He gave us this statement: 
 
“We at HSE are currently in the process of arranging an inspection at Bosco’s factory in Vietnam. 
Bosco’s recently approached us with evidence of the factory’s inspection by the ILO and consulted us 
on conducting our own inspection to determine the factory’s conditions in relation to UK Health and 
Safety laws. 
 
Whilst it is not regular practice for the UK to inspect foreign factories, we at HSE will do so due to the 
strong requests made by Bosco’s. Bosco’s approached us with concerns that the inspection 
conducted by the ILO was not enough to demonstrate the safety of their factory in Vietnam. 
 
Bosco’s have given is the report done by the ILO, both the initial inspection and the follow-up. On 
reading this, it seems the inspection was extremely thorough and executed well. But while the 
factory meets Vietnamese health and safety laws, it may not meet those in the UK. 
 
The inspection that HSE will conduct will be similar to that of the ILO’s. However, the ILO were 
examining the factory to match the laws in Vietnam, whereas ours will be to match UK laws. This 
may mean the factory will not pass. If this is the case, Bosco’s have assured us they will cease 
production in the factory. On the occurrence of this, I will consequently advise Bosco’s on the 
measure that must be taken in order for the factory to be re-opened.  
 
On saying this, I have recently taken a brief visit to the factory in Vietnam and I myself find it to be 
sufficient before inspection. At a brief glance, the factory seems to provide excellent working 
conditions for its employees. The machines appear to be working fully and the amenities are of a 
high standard. The area for breaks is clean, well kept and fully stocked. I took a quick look at the 
training process as I was lucky enough to visit on a day where new employees were beginning their 
first day of training. I found the process excellent and exhaustive of all health and safety issues. The 
employees were reminded of how to sit correctly at their machines, how to carry heavy products, 
that they should take regular breaks and were given advice on appropriate clothing for their safety. 
 



Bosco’s factory appears to meet UK health and safety laws, but HSE will be conducting an extensive 
inspection in the near future. Bosco’s have quite rightly approached us with concerns and these will 
be addressed in the not too distant future so as not to put their employees at any further risk. 
Anyone interested is welcome to contact HSE via our website for the report when it is published.”  
 


